
the newsletter of www.worldshare.org.uk   •   issue 2018/2

An interview 
with JKPS 
Ministry Leader 
Finney Thomas

Board member John 
Bunce reports on his 
recent trip to Potter’s 
House in Guatemala

WorldShare

A vision 
realised in 

Albania



 A trip to Guatemala 
just after Easter 
was a fantastic 
reminder of why 
WorldShare exists; 
to empower local 

Christians and 
partner with them in 

achieving their God-given vision to 
transform their communities.

Potter’s House works with some of 
the least-resourced and vulnerable 
in Guatemalan society, those who 
literally live on the fringes of society, 
eking out an existence by scavenging 
on the massive Guatemala City 
rubbish dump.   

Potter’s House takes its name from 
the passage in Jeremiah 18 and 
they have worked amongst this 
community for the last 30 years.

Referring to the adults and children 
they work with as “treasures”, made 
in God’s image, shaped and valued by 
him. 

As in Jeremiah’s time, when he went 
down to the potter’s house, John and 
I felt we were being given a practical 
demonstration of how God works 
and re-forms people’s lives, like the 
potter did with the clay.

Read more about the work of this 
ministry partner and the exciting 
new area of work opening up in 
Chiquimula on page 4.

You can hardly have missed the 
extensive media coverage of the 
sexual abuse and abuse of power, 
by workers of two well-known 
international emergency relief 
organisations, over recent months. 

Such occurrences can easily be 
thought to be wide-spread in the 
sector. WorldShare operates very 
differently to those organisations 
that hit the headlines, in that we 
work in partnership with local 
Christian organisations and do not 
deliver any project work through our 
own staff members.

Clearly, we do however, still have 
a clear duty to ensure our ministry 
partners have systems and processes 
in place which ensure that there is no 
abuse of power or influence. 

In December last year, the 
WorldShare trustees reviewed and 
approved an updated Safeguarding 
Policy which applies to all our work 
both in the UK and internationally, 
with clear lines of responsibility and 
accountability.

Alan Butler,
Chief Executive
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Jeremiah 18
This is the word that came

to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Go 
down to the potter’s house, and 

there I will give you my message.” 
So I went down to the potter’s 

house, and I saw him working at 
the wheel. But the pot he was 

shaping from the clay was marred 
in his hands; so the potter formed 
it into another pot, shaping it as 

seemed best to him.

Then the word of the Lord came 
to me. He said, “Can I not do with 
you, Israel, as this potter does?” 

declares the Lord. “Like clay in the 
hand of the potter, so are you in 

my hand, Israel.  
Jeremiah 18:1-6
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A vision becomes 
reality in Albania

By Jenny Hunt,
WorldShare Finance 
Manager

In 2015 I went out 
to visit one of our 
partners in Albania to 
see first-hand the work 
that they were doing.

This ministry is truly inspiring. Albania 
is a land of contrasts. It’s a beautiful 
country that was left devastated by 
40 years rule of what was said to be 
the harshest communist regime that 
Europe ever saw. This has left pockets 
of abject poverty and despair. 

Medical Ambassadors Fellowship (MAF) 
in Albania have been shining a light 
into this darkness, working in three 
poor rural villages.

Over the years they have helped to 
improve these communities not only 
practically by helping with projects 
such as installing fresh water and 
drainage, but spiritually, helping bring 
the good news, hope and love of Jesus 
to those in despair. 

During my visit, the ministry leader 
Patriot, shared his vision with me. 
A vision for a permanent building 
for the church in each of these 
villages. A place for them to put 
down roots, so that the church will 
continue to grow and thrive when 
MAF move on to share the gospel 
in other impoverished and needy 
communities.

This vision filled me with worries as I 
know it can be difficult to raise funds for 
capital projects but after praying, I had 
faith and told Patriot that we were with 
him and would help with the church 
building for the village of Vlocisht. 
Over the past few years there have 
been many times when I thought we 
would never get there, when I doubted. 
But as a team, we here at WorldShare 
continued to pray, continued to work, 
and finally, this year just in time for 
Easter celebrations, the new permanent 
church building in Vlocisht opened amid 
great celebrations!

Thank you to all of you who helped us 
to achieve this vision. We are blessed 
to have you all along with us on our 
journey. For me, this showed me that 
whatever my concerns, God has a 
greater plan, and though at times I may 
have doubts, I need to keep faith in Him.



At the beginning of April of this year I had the 

privilege of travelling out to Guatemala with Alan 

Butler to visit the two locations of the Potter’s 

House ministry. 

The centre of Guatemala City was like many 

other developing country capital cities - large, 

smart new buildings sitting alongside very worn 

out and dysfunctional ones. We passed very 

smart residential areas to finally end up at our 

hostel behind high metal gates in a busy industrial 

area which was a collecting point for large 

trucks. 

Our guide and organiser for the week’s trip was 

Laura Llanes from Potter’s House Partnership 

Development team, who was our excellent 

translator for every situation. Laura is one of the 

very many bright stars of Potter’s House! 

The main Potter’s House community centre 

is situated on a landfill area adjacent to the 

huge city rubbish dump. A concrete building built 

between many other similar light industrial units. 

An oasis for children, little ‘treasures’ and adults 

alike. In the morning of each day, Potter’s House 

takes in young children who are unable to afford 

to go to school. They receive some tuition with 

lively bible studies linked in with their work. Each 

day at lunchtime, Potter’s House serve lunches 

to an average of 160 young children who have 

been to government school in the morning. 

Schools do not serve food for the children 

and so these children could go through the 

whole day with very little to eat if it was 

not for this valuable work. 

Staff from the main community 
centre liaise closely with the school 

teachers to help provide pastoral 
support for the children and 
families.

It was a privilege to be able to help 
serve and share lunch with the 
‘treasures’ and to witness such great 

work that Potter’s House is doing in 

such a difficult urban setting. 

A visit to
Guatemala
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John Bunce, WorldShare Trustee
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Staff from the main community 
centre liaise closely with the school 

teachers to help provide pastoral 
support for the children and 
families.

It was a privilege to be able to help 
serve and share lunch with the 
‘treasures’ and to witness such great 

work that Potter’s House is doing in 

such a difficult urban setting. 

The road outside the centre reminded me 
of a disorganised scrap heap challenge with 
the added threat of extortion that sadly 
hangs over the area. Everyone is fiercely 
protective of their ‘turf’. Huge truckloads 
of rubbish turn up every day and are 
recycled by families, adults and children - 
only adults are allowed into the dump zone 
and often must travel a mile on foot within 
the dump to search through the rubbish 
and travel back carrying the findings.

It is perhaps easy for visitors to identify 
the poverty of the families we met by 
applying Western standards, however 
Potter’s House goes beyond what would 
make us feel comfortable and endeavours 
to tackle such things as the poverty of 
relationships, aspiration, ability to prioritise 
and belonging. The commitment and care of 
the staff amidst the difficulties faced by 
everyone, is inspiring and totally humbling. 

Hector Rivas, the CEO of Potters House, 
accompanied us on the long bumpy road trip 
to their second Community project - four 
hours east of Guatemala City to a smaller 
city called Chiquimula, close to the borders 
with Hondourus and El Salvador. Hector has 

such a heart for the poor, which is evident 
in all he does, with sincerity and a great 
sense of humour. Here at Chiquimula, there 
is a sense of real hope too, as brilliant 
and innovative hygiene units are built in 
the villages and support is given to the 66 
families who work on the dump.

This trip was such a humbling experience 
for all we were exposed to, the positivity 
of those working for Potter’s House and 
the perseverance of the families and 
community leaders amongst the poorest 
and most vulnerable in society. 

In light of the recent news of the eruption 
of Volcan de Fuego, it reminds me that we 
are all vulnerable and that in order to live 
life to the full, we are to work as a united 
body of Christ that can help to restore 
the broken. 

We call the people we work 
with Treasures, because they are 
determined, hardworking, brave 
people created in God’s image. 
They are human beings with 

value and dignity. To God and to 
us, they are Treasures.

Potter’s House

Volcano Appeal...
Potter’s House are partnering with 
private and public relief agencies 
working on the ground in Guatemala to 
support the thousands of people affected 
by the recent eruption on Volcan de 
Fuego. Thank you so much to those who 
have given towards our volcano appeal.



The work of our partner ministry JKPS, 
serves to share the gospel, provide 
education and medical care and bring 
hope and justice to those exploited in 
the slum areas of Kolkata. We caught 
up with JKPS ministry leader Finney 
Thomas to share with you a bit more 
about Finney’s work and how the 
ministry is impacting lives.

How did you come to be the ministry 
leader of JKPS and how long have you 
been doing it?
I am an engineer by profession and had 
been in a business of manufacturing 
electrical switchboards for industrial 
use. This I did for 35 years. While still 
engaged in my business I was actively 
involved with JKPS. After eight years on 
the Board of JKPS, including a stint as 
Chairman, I stepped down to take on 
the role of the CEO of the organisation. 
I was the Chairman of the Board. I’ve 
been in the position for four years. 

As a ministry leader of JKPS, what is an 
average day for you?
I wake up early and go out for a walk 
at around 5am! I return around 6am 
and after my devotion (and if my wife 
is still asleep), I try and get as much 
office work done as I can. I’m usually 
in the office by 9am where I meet with 
the staff and we have half an hour of 
devotion. Throughout the day, I have 
meetings with staff across different 
departments and some days I visit the 
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different locations we serve within the 
city (around 10 of them). Sometimes, 
there are trips outside of Kolkata to 
neighbouring districts of West Bengal, 
to encourage our workers. On a normal 
day I am back home by 6.30pm and I 
am all my wife’s – for the rest of the 
time she loans me to JKPS!

What is the most amazing move of God 
you have seen in the work of JKPS?
Having come from a background of 
business, where you sort of chart your 
own course and attribute success or 
failures to yourself, it’s amazing to see 
God at work in JKPS, when we step out 
in faith. He uses us, but all the credit 
goes to Him for He surprises us doing 
things we could never even imagine.

Why is the work of JKPS so important?
Despite Christianity having come to 
India 2000 years back with the arrival 
of Apostle Thomas, Christians are still 
a meagre 2% in this country. We have 
been strategically placed in West Bengal 
where the number of Christians is very 
low.

An interview with
Finney Thomas:
JKPS Ministry Leader 
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How is this impacting the lives of people 
in the West Bengal region?
JKPS has workers in all 19 districts 
of West Bengal. We have churches 
here, which we term ‘Community 
Development Centres’, because these 
are places where there is not only 
spiritual input into the lives of people, 
but we are concerned about their 
physical and social needs. We run 
tuition centres for children, dig wells 
for providing fresh and clean drinking 
water and run medical camps.

Why should WorldShare supporters and 
others in the UK support the work of 
JKPS?
The British came to India in 1690 and 
made Kolkata the capital for their 
empire in India. WorldShare supporters 
could now make Kolkata their capital 
for the spread of God’s Kingdom 
in India. JKPS is engaged in holistic 
transformation of various communities 
and in a wide spectrum of social and 
spiritual programmes that spread the 
love of Jesus wherever we go.

Finney is visiting the UK later this year and 
there are still some spots available for him 
to come and speak in your church, groups 
or events between 28th September and 
8th October.

If you are interested, please get in touch 
01302 775209 info@worldshare.org.uk

How can people pray for you and the work 
of JKPS?
Pray that God would keep us faithful 
and humble – two important qualities 
that are essential for us to be used by 
Him. That He would lead us to the right 
people so that we could get them to 
join JKPS and fill a number of vacancies 
that exist. Finally, that He would 
continue to provide the resources, as 
He always has in the past.
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Myanmar is one of the world’s most 
impoverished and isolated countries, 
where Christians face adversity and 
persecution – over 3,000 Christian 
villages have been burned in the last 
decade. 

The country was ruled for decades by a 
military regime which brutally repressed 
its minority people and stood accused 
of gross human rights abuses. 

The population is heavily populated 
with Buddhists and Christians are 
generally kept out of positions of 
power and influence in the country.

Our partner ministry Word of Hope, 
are tackling perception and barriers to 
bring more people to Jesus through 
their church planting, outreach, 
orphanage and bible college.

Hope Bible College, 
Myanmar

Hope Bible College... 

Hope Bible College trains and sends 
out over 30 students each year with the 
long-term aim of growing the church in 
Myanmar. Students committed to serving 
God come to Hope Bible College from 
all over the country. During their time 
studying, Word of Hope train and equip 
the students to become servants of God, 
future church leaders and dedicated 
workers for the Kingdom of God. 

Each year, new graduates return to their 
home provinces, where there is often 
no Christian church presence. Within 
their own communities, they serve God, 
evangelise and plant new churches. The 
aim is that each one of them becomes 
the future leaders within their society.

Word of Hope is a small ministry 
tackling some of the hardest to 
reach areas.
Financial support is vital for the 
ministry to continue running the 
Hope Bible College and transforming 
oppressed communities across 
Myanmar.

per month provides a 
place for 1 student

To support the ongoing work of Hope 
Bible College, please give using the 
form at the back of this magazine.
You can also donate online at
www.worldshare.org.uk or over the 
phone on 01302 775209.

£20



News . . . 

ChildAid
The generous support of all of our 
ChildAid sponsors is helping us to provide 
life changing support for over 200 
children. The children receive education, 
food, clothing and an opportunity to 
learn about the gospel. Thank you so 
much to everyone who sponsors children, 
this support would not be possible 
without you.
If you are interested in finding out 
about ChildAid visit
www.worldshare.org.uk/ChildAid
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Serving you & 
your church

We would love to send visiting 
speakers to your church services, 
groups and events. It is a fantastic 
opportunity to hear first-hand, real 
life stories about the ministries you 
are supporting and the difference 
your giving is making. 

The opportunity for speakers is not 
just for churches who partner with 
WorldShare, but also for individuals 
who give and would like us to come 
and share in their church or at special 
occasions and events.

If you would like to find out more, 
please get in touch 01302 775209 
info@worldshare.org.uk

Leave a gift in 
your will

After you’ve provided for your loved 
ones, your gift can give vital support 
to our partner ministries in their efforts 
to make a lasting change among their 
communities. 

Legacies can make a huge difference 
and allows you to do something really 
significant for a cause you believe in. 

Your gift, whatever the size, can make 
an incredible difference to how we 
support our ministry partners.

For more information contact
jenny.hunt@worldshare.org.uk or call 
01302 775209

Come and see us...
We will be exhibiting at lots of events 
over the summer, if you are around 
come along and say hi!

Methodist Conference  
Nottingham University, 28 June - 4 July

Keswick Convention  
(Week 1 & 2) 14 – 27 July

European Leaders Advance  
Harrogate 24 – 26 July

One Event, Lincolnshire 
Showground 
24 – 28 August
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Thank you for your support . . . 

Paddling for pounds
WorldShare’s Board member Richard 
Cartlidge took on the gruelling Three Lakes 
Challenge to raise money for WorldShare 
and British Heart Foundation.

Richard kayaked the length of the longest 
lakes in England, Wales and Scotland over 4 
days covering 43 miles on water!

Richard took on the challenge in memory of his Mum who passed away last year 
after a heart attack, and in support of his wife Sarah who suffered from a temporary 
broken heart syndrome that same year.

Your Gifts

Huge well done Richard, 
for completing the 

challenge and thank you 
so much for raising an 

incredible £5,000!

Pray with Us...
Did you know we have a monthly prayer 
calendar with daily prayers for WorldShare’s 
partner ministries around the world?

You can download the calendar and
sign up to receive it monthly at
www.worldshare.org.uk/pray

Rohingya Refugee Crisis
you helped to raise 
£13,192 which will 

go towards providing 
vital nutrition care to 

thousands of Rohingya 
refugees in crisis.

Thank you so much to everyone who has given to our recent appeals. 
Because of your support, we have been able to help our partner ministries to 
respond to great need around the world.

Easter Appeal for DR Congo 
your generosity allowed us 
to raise £8,113 to support 
HEAL Africa as they serve 

the most vulnerable 
of those displaced and 

malnourished in DR Congo.

Premanand Boys Home
your gifts totalled £3,352 
which will help to provide 
education, food, medical 
care and a loving home 
to young boys rescued 
from India’s sex trade.



To give to WorldShare, please fill out this form and return to us, 
using the enclosed Freepost envelope or post to WorldShare, 
Armstrong House, First Avenue, Doncaster DN9 3GA.

WorldShare

Valid from Expiry Date

Signature Date

(We are not able to take American Express)

 I enclose my cheque/postal order/charity voucher made payable to WorldShare

 Please debit my debit card/credit card/CAF card:

My gift
MAF, Albania

My details 
Title __________ First Name ______________________  Surname ______________________

Home address __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________Tel 

Postcode  _______________  Email _________________________________________________

We would love to share with you information, updates and appeals for the amazing work 
of our partner ministries around the world. Please tick to let us know how you would like to 
receive communications from us.

(please tick)  Email  Post  Phone        SMS

£

Potter’s House, Guatemala

Hope Bible College, 
Myanmar

£

£

JKPS, India

Other (please specify)

£

£

We will not pass on your details to any third party organisations. Your consent will last for five years. You can unsubscribe from 
communications at any time by contacting us. info@worldshare.org.uk, 01302 775209, www.worldshare.org.uk. Registered charity 803575.

I want my gift to be worth 25% more
  I would like to Gift Aid my donation*

I want to Gift Aid this donation to WorldShare and all donations I make in the future. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or 
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. WorldShare will claim 25p 
for each £1 I’ve given. I will notify WorldShare if I want to cancel this declaration, change my name or home address or no longer pay sufficient tax on my Income 
and/or Capital Gains.



www.worldshare.org.uk
01302 775209
info@worldshare.org.uk

WorldShare,
Armstrong House, First Avenue, 
Doncaster DN9 3GA

Contact Us . . .

Registered charity no. 803575. Registered company number 2498199

WorldShare is a member of the global Partnership Alliance which has offices in USA, 
Australia, Canada and Singapore.

Ways to Give . . .
Post
Fill out the form inside this 
magazine and return to us.

Text
Text WRLD10 - and the 
amount you want to spend 
to 70070. Eg. To donate 
£20 text “WRLD10 £20”

Web
www.worldshare.org.uk

Telephone
Call us on 01302 775209

WorldShare


