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Our mission, in the world’s
neediest places, is to partner
with local Christians in their
vision to bring about social
and spiritual transformation.

n late August, Dr Jo Lusi from
HEAL Africa Hospital, our ministry
partner in DR Congo, came to
update us on the work of HEAL
Africa. He quoted the passage from
Luke (right) that Jesus read in the
synagogue.

Dr Lusi then used Jesus’ words to explain the holistic
work that HEAL Africa carry out in the troubled
country of the Democratic Republic of Congo...

Luke 4:16-19

He (Jesus) went to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he
went into the synagogue, as was his custom.
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling
it, he found the place where it is written:

“Proclaim the good news” –
They work to share the gospel with their
communities.

“Proclaim freedom for the prisoners” –
they set free the vulnerable and needy, trapped in
their circumstances of poverty or illness.

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he
has anointed me to proclaim good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favour.”

“Recovery of sight for the blind” –
they make sick people well.

“Set the oppressed free” –
they set the oppressed women free. It is
particularly the women who have (and do) suffer
in their communities in DR Congo.

This encapsulates the work that WorldShare partners
do day after day and we thank you, our supporters,
for your part in that. Whether it is in giving, praying
or both, we give you our heartfelt thanks for working
with us to share God’s love in the neediest parts of our
world.

In September, I had the privilege to visit our partners
in Macedonia and Albania. I was able to witness firsthand, how WorldShare’s support is facilitating the
amazing work of our partners. Read more about my trip
on page 3.
Each year through our autumn magazine, we launch
our alternative gifts catalogue - Freedom Gifts and

this year is no exception. Have a browse through the
enclosed catalogue at what is on offer and find an
alternative gift, which will allow you to both give a gift
but also help the ongoing work of WorldShare.
Alan Butler,
Chief Executive

If you would prefer to receive this magazine,
and other WorldShare communications via
email, please let us know at
info@worldshare.org.uk or 01302 775209
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Give the gift of freedom and hope with one of our
Freedom Gifts. Our range of alternative gifts allows
you to treat a loved one to a very special gift; a
gift that can provide hope, change a life, or even
transform a community.
This year we have a varied selection of thirteen gifts to choose
from in a range of prices starting from £5. Gifts include a pair of
chickens to support a family, a bible for someone who doesn’t
know Jesus, or a health visit for a sick child.

To see the full range of gifts, take a look at the Freedom Gifts
catalogue enclosed or you can visit our new Freedom Gifts shop at

www.worldshare-freedomgifts.org.uk

BIBLE £5

NS £20
PAIR OF CHICKE

CHILDREN’S
HEALTH VISIT £15

Alan’s visit to our
Eastern Europe
ministries

Start
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n late September I set off from the office with four
currencies in my pocket; Pounds, Euros, Macedonian
Dinar and Albanian Lekh. As you might guess, I was
off to see our ministry partners in Macedonia and
Albania (travelling via Austria).

WorldShare in Macedonia
WorldShare supports the work of
the Evangelical Church of Macedonia
who plant and develop churches
across Macedonia. So far they have
planted and established 32 churches,
overseen by the ministry leader
Mirco Andreev.

I was met at Skopje airport by Marino
Mojtic, one of the pastors at the
Evangelical Church of Macedonia.
Marino took me on a tour of
Macedonia’s seven main towns and
we visited 10 of the churches across
these areas. It was great to meet the
Pastors (who mostly spoke some
English, phew!) and we had some
good times of fellowship and sharing.

Macedonia’s churches

Macedonia
Population: 2 Million
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Borders: Kosovo,
Serbie Bulgaria,
Greece, Albania
(previously part of
Yugoslavia)
Church: Orthodox
with a small but
steadily growing
evangelical church
movement. The
western side has a
high percentage of
Muslim and signs of
the growth of Islam
are clear to see.

Outreach events in many forms are a key part of the church’s
annual programme. The church in Skopje, Macedonia’s
capital, is the biggest with
a congregation of over 100,
others range from 10-50. As
well as Sunday services, the
churches offer mid-week
services, where individuals
have an opportunity to
study and grow in their
understanding of scripture.
Please pray for the work of our ministry partners in
Macedonia and Albania. Pray that God will support them
and equip them and that He will work through them to
bless each person in their communities.

WorldShare in Albania
WorldShare supports the work of the Medical Ambassadors
Foundation who focus on community health evangelism and
establishing new churches within needy communities.

It was a four hour drive from Skopje to the Albanian ministry in
Korça where I met Patriot Hoxhaj, the director of this ministry.
The rest of the team is made
up of two other Albanians
(Patriot’s wife Keli and Suela)
along with one American
mission partner Shelly. Their
work focuses on three villages
which are predominantly
‘Men’s group’
Muslim communities and

Patriot now spends more time
in teaching the bible than in
doing medical work. Out of these
churches they run mid-week
meetings, youth bible study, church
leaders meetings and men’s groups.

Albania
Population: 2.5 million
Borders: Montenegro,
Kosovo, Macedonia,
Greece, Adriatic Sea

Church: A mix of
In both Macedonia and Albania,
Orthodox, Catholic
it was clear that having a church
and Muslim with a
building that is identifiable by
small evangelic church,
the community is key for giving
which has been
credibility to these young vibrant
established since the
churches. This is unlike various sects fall of communism and
that operate in the Balkans that have the borders opening
no buildings, status or credibility. So
in 1991.
renting or buying a venue in which
to meet, is an important aspect in the process of “planting and
establishing” these growing fellowships.

Another challenge for the evangelical churches in this area is the
pressure from both the Orthodox Church and Islam. However, it
was heartening to hear stories of how local village people had
quickly been able to separate ‘hate and lies’ from the practical
help and love demonstrated by Christians.
The most significant thing for me, on my trip, was seeing and
experiencing God building his Kingdom, through the work of
these two ministries.

If you would like to get involved in supporting the work of either
of our ministries or their leaders in Macedonia and Albania,
please get in touch at info@worldshare.org.uk 01302 775209.
Or to give today, please use the enclosed Giving Form.
Marino Mojtic, one of pastors in Macedonia, is visiting the
UK in late April/early May 2017. Marino will be available to
speak at church meetings while he is here. There will also
be an opportunity to attend an event to hear him speak
about the ministry in Macedonia. If you would like more
information on this, please contact Simon Garrett at
simon.garrett@worldshare.org.uk or 01302 775209
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Transforming lives
B

ibirhut is a rural slum village
located in West Bengal, on
the outskirts of Kolkata,
India. Hidden behind the thriving
industrialised region of Kolkata, are
rural communities like Bibirhut, living
in extreme poverty. The people of
Bibirhut live in mud huts, vulnerable
to monsoon rains and severe flooding,
and many live without sanitation,
healthcare or education.

We have been working with JKPS to
provide a micro-finance project for
women in Bibirhut, to provide them
with opportunities to start their own
businesses or to help them develop
existing businesses. Each lady receives
a loan of 5,000 Rupees (£60), which is
to be paid back over the course of one
year.

The scheme has been incredibly
successful so far and is making a
huge impact on family life in these
communities. We would love to share
with you some stories of how the loans
have helped these families.

Rufia

The long-standing lack of education in
Bibirhut has left many adults without
employable skills and unable to earn.
Those that do manage to find work
are earning on average, less than 21
Rupees per day (25p).
Our ministry partners, Jatiyo Kristiyo
Prochar Samity (JKPS) are the only
NGO operating in Bibirhut. JKPS
are Christian evangelists focusing
on church planting and community
development for the poor of Kolkata.
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To earn a living,
Rufia was
purchasing a
small number of
chickens and a
small amount of
fish from local
wholesalers
in and around
Bengal, to sell on to restaurants, hotels
and markets for a very small profit.
With the micro-finance loan, Rufia has
been able to increase her inventory
significantly; which has enabled
her to gain many more customers

Please pray for our work in
Bibirhut.
Pray that God will bless our
ministry partners in this area
and that He will work in them
to deliver his people out of
poverty.
and therefore a more substantial
profit. This increase in her takings
has dramatically changed Rufia’s
standard of living and she now has the
confidence not to worry about where
each meal will come from.

Basiron

Basiron is a very
enthusiastic
woman and a
very talented
jewellery maker.
She is making
embroidered
jewellery that
is selling very
well in Kolkata. With her micro-finance
loan, she was able to purchase more
materials and has seen an increased
profit in her business, enabling her to
successfully make her loan repayments.
Basiron has recently received another

in rural India
micro-finance loan in which she plans
to expand her business and hire
another embroiderer. In addition to
jewellery, she also
plans to market
goats and chickens
to a local street
market.

Thank you so much to everyone who
has supported this project and had
a part to play in transforming these
lives. There are many more women in
Bibirhut in great need of opportunity.
If you would like to support this
scheme or if you would like to turn
your previous gift into a regular
donation, we would love to hear from
you. Contact us at info@worldshare.
org.uk 01302 775209. Or to give today,
please use the enclosed Giving Form.

If you would like us to come
and talk to your church about
our work with Bibirhut,
please get in touch with Keith
Gibbons at keith.gibbons@
worldshare.org.uk or 07432
434297

Bibirhut Education Centre
With an aim to bring
the communities in
Bibirhut out of the
poverty cycle, we are
also supporting JKPS
in their Education
Centre. The lack of
education in these
rural villages is a big
cause of the poverty;
we are tackling this
by facilitating our
partners in their
vision to provide good education to children. With a Christ-centred focus,
tutoring is offered to the poorest children in Bibirhut in Maths, History,
Geography, IT, Bengali and English.
The Education Centre provides this tuition through monthly sponsorship
from WorldShare supporters: £8 per month provides a place for a child
at the education centre. A huge thank you to all of you who sponsor the
education centre, your contribution is really key in our fight to tackle the
poverty in Bibirhut.
If you are interested in supporting the Bibirhut Education Centre please
get in touch at info@worldshare.org.uk 01302 775209
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Good News
Three times the joy
We had wonderful news
this August from our
ministry partner in DR
Congo (HEAL Africa
Hospital) who saw
the delivery of three
beautiful triplets in the
hospital. Central Africa
is a region which has
the world’s highest
mortality rate for births
and new borns, and
only 1 in every 1,000
births sees the safe
delivery of triplets. In addition to this, in DR Congo
itself, there is very limited access to basic healthcare.
So these three bundles of joy (two boys and one girl)
are a real blessing from God. Please join us in thanking
God for this wonderful gift.

Supporters take the saddle

Celebrating 30
years of impact
This year marks 30 years since our partner ministry
in Guatemala started serving the communities of
the city dumps. It all began with caring for the
thousands of people scavenging in the largest trash
dump in Latin America, and has now grown to
fighting poverty in all of Guatemala, where 65% of
the population lives in poverty. WorldShare has been
partnering with Potters House ministry for over 20
years and in the last four years, through this ministry
14,000 people have heard the good news of Jesus,
12,600 have received medical attention and 300,000
have been given nutritious meals.
God has been doing amazing things in Guatemala
through WorldShare and our ministry partner and
real transformation is visible in these communities.
We celebrate the last 30
years and pray for the
next 30 years, that we can
begin to see an end to the
poverty in this country.

A huge thank you to
Richard and Gawaine,
for tackling an epic
cycling challenge
from Belgium to
Switzerland. They
cycled for 6 strenuous
days and covered an
incredible 831 miles,
all to raise money for WorldShare. They raised a
fantastic £377 towards our ‘girls’ project which tackles
the discrimination and exclusion many girls suffer in
relation to education. Thanks for your support Richard
and Gawaine!

Hurricane Matthew Appeal

W

e want to say a huge thank you to
everyone who has donated already to
our Hurricane Matthew appeal. We
have already raised £5,500 and that continues
to rise each day. Your support will really
make a difference to those who have been left
homeless after the storm. The death toll has
reached over 1,000 now and a vast number of
people are in need of humanitarian assistance
If you haven’t yet given to this cause, and you
would like to support it, please see the back of
the magazine for ways to donate.
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Fundraise For Us

BAKE SALE
SKYDIVE
QUIZ NIGHT
5-ASIDE FOOTBALL
TOURNAMENT

Fundraising can be a really fun and exciting way
to support and give to WorldShare. Whether
it’s something small and simple or something
big and adventurous; by sharing the work of
WorldShare with others and raising money, you
can contribute to our support for the amazing
work of our partners across the globe.

SPONSORED ACTIVITY

Here are some fun
ideas you could try,
or if you have your
own ideas, we’d love
to hear about them!

CAR BOOT SALE
RAFFLE

COFFEE MORNING

Don’t forget to take a few pictures of your fundraising so that
we can thank you in the next magazine. Why not share them
on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram using #WorldShare.

Leave a gift in
your will

H

ave you considered giving a gift in your will to the work of WorldShare?
After you’ve provided for your loved ones, your gift can give vital support
to our partner ministries in their efforts to make lasting change in their
communities.
Legacies can make an incredible difference to how we support our ministry
partners. For example, a recent legacy gift enabled us to set up the Bibirhut
Education Scheme in India (see page 5).

Whatever the size, a gift in your will has the potential to make a huge difference
and have a real impact on the lives of needy communities across the globe.

Support us
through your
church

A

If you would like to receive further information about leaving a gift to WorldShare,
please get in touch with Jenny Hunt at jenny.hunt@worldshare.org.uk or 01302
775209 or WorldShare, Armstrong House, First Avenue, Doncaster DN9 3GA

s a Christian organisation, we love to get to know the church congregations that
support us. If your church isn’t familiar with WorldShare, we can help you to share
with your congregation what God is doing through our ministry partners.

We can come and talk about WorldShare at your church at your main meetings or at other
meetings/gatherings. We’ll have a chat with you to find out what areas of WorldShare’s
work your church will be most interested in hearing about, and we will tailor our talk
around that topic.
For more information please get in touch with Keith at keith.gibbons@worldshare.org.uk
07432 434297.

Supporting Us

ChildAid
T

T

hank you for your ongoing
support of WorldShare.
Your gifts and prayers play
a vital part in how we support
our partner ministries in their
vision to make lasting change.

hrough several of
our existing partner
ministries, we
run a child sponsorship
scheme with the aim of
bringing the hope of the
Gospel, practical help and
education to vulnerable
and needy children.

Ways to support:

Monthly sponsorship provides a child with school education,
a nutritious hot meal each day and a school uniform (where
appropriate). Each child has the opportunity to hear the
gospel through school or after school clubs and those who
respond are nurtured in their new Christian faith.

Post

Use the enclosed form and
freepost envelope to send a
cheque, postal order or charity
voucher

Text

Text WRLD10 and the amount
you want to spend to 70070 Eg.
To donate £20 text WRLD10 £20

Online
Pray

Visit www.worldshare.org.uk
Please pray for the work of
WorldShare. Pray that God will
work in us and in our partner
ministries, to bring light to
those in need.

A Fond Farewell
As a sponsor you will receive
at least two letters each year
from your sponsored child as
well as news and updates from
the partner ministry where the
child is located.

We have many children waiting
across our ministry partners,
who with monthly sponsorship
of £20 can begin having hot meals and going to school. If you
feel you can help and would like to become a sponsor please
contact Clare Hill at clare.hill@worldshare.org.uk or 01302
775209
WorldShare Registered Office:
Armstrong House, First Avenue,
Robin Hood Airport, Doncaster DN9 3GA
Tel: 01302 775209.
E-mail: info@worldshare.org.uk
Web: www.worldshare.org.uk
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered in England & Wales
No. 2498199. Registered Charity
in England & Wales No. 803575.
A member of the E.A. & Global
Connections.
WorldShare is a member of the global
Partnership Alliance which has offices in
USA, Australia, Canada and Singapore.

DIRECTORS
Mr. Geoffrey Hine
(Chairman)
Dr. Kevin McKemey
Mr John Smith
Dr. Sue Sainsbury
Mr. Richard Cartlidge
Mr. Oliver Shaw
Mrs. Sarah Kelsall
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Mr. Alan Butler

We were very sorry to say
goodbye this summer to
WorldShare Editor Iain Hill
who has left WorldShare
after 19 years, to move onto
pastures new. We miss
Iain already and wish him
the very best of luck in his
future endeavours.

We are in the process of developing a
brand new WorldShare website! So we
apologise if anything is slightly amiss on
the website as we prepare to move over
to our new one.

© WorldShare Ltd.
You may use small amounts of text (up to 100
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facts given; however, WorldShare does not accept
liability for any loss resulting from unintentional
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In the world’s neediest places,
WorldShare responds to the
vision of local Christians to
bring lasting change to their
communities

