
Trees blossoming, gardens blooming and skies brightening – there is much to be thankful in Spring. 
As the seasons change, we invite you to wander down the garden path and over six devotionals join 

us as we explore the different stages of a plant’s life from seed to fruit.  

At each stage we will unpack what it can teach us about our relationship with God, helping to 

strengthen us in our faith and be thankful for the creation God has gifted us with.  

If you can, we encourage you to also step outside each week and reflect on what we have learnt. To 

help you do this we have given you a nature challenge for each step of the journey.  

This journey isn’t just for Spring either. With each changing season new plants emerge and the 

landscape changes, so there is lots to be learnt all year round.  

Read on to discover your first devotional!  



Your nature challenge: Select a small patch of soil and take time to prepare it – pull out 
any stubborn weeds, sift out any big stones and pick out any rubble. As you do this, 
praise God for the ways he has prepared your heart to accept his Word. Thank God that, 
by removing what should not be there, he is enabling you to be fruitful.  

When we first moved into our house a few years back, we were excited about the potential in our 

garden. Large beds lined the edge of the lawn – perfect for our ambitions of growing beautiful 

flowers and tasty vegetables.  

However, on close inspection, we found that the soil was filled with weeds, large stones and rubble. 

Before we could do any planting, we had to spend hours sifting, weeding and digging to get the soil 

ready. It was a mammoth task, but one which is finally paying off. Our hard work in preparing the 

soil has led to flourishing flowers and, so far this year, a harvest of rhubarb! 

I’m sure you’re familiar with the Parable of the Sower, found in Mark 4:1-20. Jesus uses examples of 

different terrains to illustrate the different ways people respond to the Word of God. As the farmer 

scattered seeds, some fell along the path, some fell on rocky places with little soil, some fell among 

thorns, and some fell on good soil. The seeds which fell on good soil grew and produced a crop. 

I don’t know about you, but I find it really encouraging to read this passage and see how God 

prepared my heart to accept the Gospel. Before I truly knew Jesus, my heart was full of thorns – I 

had heard the Word of God, but “the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires 
for other things came in and choked it, making it unfruitful” (Mark 4:19).  

Yet, little by little, God was at work within me, sifting, weeding and digging to get my heart ready to 

accept the Word with joy. Can you compare any of the illustrations from this parable with your 

heart? 

Of course, this process is something which is ongoing too! As Christians, God is continuously 

preparing our hearts to produce fruit, even when we face challenging circumstances. 

Robert, a leader at the Evangelical Church in North Macedonia, has a wonderful testimony of how 

God has prepared him to do the work he is involved in today. He says: 

“I am an ex-drug addict. 15 years ago, God saved me when I was in prison. God has 100% changed 
my life – he transformed it by giving me a new beginning. From there, I started to be involved in the 
Evangelical Church in North Macedonia. My first steps were learning more about Jesus. My spiritual 
father, Pastor Petre, started mentoring me – for 15 years he was teaching me, sharing God’s love, 
praying for me, supporting me. Four years ago, I started studying the Bible at theological school. 
Now, I am involved in planting a church. God filled the emptiness in my heart with joy in Jesus.” 

Give thanks to God with us for the transformative work he has done in Robert’s heart. The soil was 

prepared and is now producing amazing fruit! 



Your nature challenge: Pick out some seeds (maybe even an acorn!) and have a go at 
planting something in your garden or in a pot in the house. For each seed you plant, say 
a prayer for someone in your life and ask God how you can reach out to them in the 
coming weeks.  

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. (1 Corinthians 3:6) 

In our neighbour’s garden there is an oak tree which each year stretches out its majestic branches a 

little higher and, to the resident squirrel’s delight, sprouts more and more acorns. One summer’s 

day, as we were sharing stories under its mighty branches, our neighbour pointed to an even 

mightier oak in the distance which is said to be over 500 years old. A tree which, as a young boy, he 

spent many happy days collecting fallen acorns from. 

Armed with just one of these humble acorns he decided to have a go at planting his very own oak 

tree. A tree which, as I look up, is hard to imagine came from just one single acorn! 

In our own lives, God calls us to plant seeds. As we respond to his call and have a conversation with 

a friend, give a gift to someone in need, offer up our skills to a local project or give up a seat to a 

stranger on the train, we are each planting seeds in our own communities. 

A vital part of sowing these seeds is sowing in faith. We need to remind ourselves that we are part 

of a much bigger picture that God holds in his hands, even if we can’t see the fullness of it just yet. 

Sometimes we may feel like our actions are insignificant, as they are not followed up by some huge 

revelation or change in someone’s life. But Jesus tells us that each tiny action done in faith matters: 

“Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20) 

I love the story of how Potter’s House in Guatemala came to be. In 1986, God placed on the hearts 

of two local Guatemalan women, Lisbeth and Gladys, the need to distribute blankets to those 

scavenging amongst the rubbish in the largest landfill site in Central America. Shocked by the 

poverty they saw, each year Gladys and Lisbeth returned and through this, Potter’s House was born. 

Never in their wildest dreams could they have imagined that this small act would result in over 35 

years of ministry serving communities across Guatemala. 

Current ministry leader Hector Rivas, who himself came through Potter’s House, shares what this 

journey of faith has been like: 

“We have learned that following in Jesus' footsteps is always an adventure; it requires us to tune our 
ears to his voice while he guides us and see others with his eyes.” 

Today, let’s join together in praying that we too would be able to tune into Jesus' voice and take up 

those opportunities to plant seeds of hope into our broken world, by stepping out in faith. 



Your nature challenge: Go for a walk through a local woodland and don’t just look up, 
look down! See if you can spot any gnarly roots popping up and praise God that they 
are holding the tree firm. Even better, take a friend with you and share the joy. 

It is a marvel to see trees which have lived over centuries, even millennia. I often wonder about the 
history they have lived through and the number of animals and insects they have given a home to.  

All made possible through the firm foundations they have below the soil, providing not only an 

anchor but a place to find nutrients and water, detect disease and send messages to different parts 

of the tree. 

A wonderful depiction of just how important roots are is given by Peter Wohlleben as he explores 

‘The Hidden Life of Trees’: 

“It is the root that looks after the survival of an organism. It is the root that has withstood severe 
changes in climatic conditions… It is in the roots that centuries of experience are stored, and it is this 
experience that has allowed the tree’s survival.” (p.81) 

In our own gardens, while we await the first signs of life emerging with a green shoot, already plants 

are hard at work establishing these root systems. Root systems that will help sustain them through 

storms, disease, and anything else the world throws at them. 

Where we place our roots in life is vital. We need to ensure our roots are firmly anchored in Christ 

and strengthen these daily. Jesus reminds us of this: 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.” (John 15:5-6) 

In the storms early this year (2022) I was reminded of the importance of this. An apple tree in my 

parents' garden was ripped from the ground, unable to stand up to the high winds as drought the 

year before had shrivelled up its roots. Yet the trees next to it stood firm. 

Each day we should root ourselves anew in Christ. A first step towards this is digging deep into 

Scripture and reminding ourselves of the sheer breadth of Christ’s love for us: 

I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s 
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.  
(Ephesians 3:17b-18) 

A good next step is to look back at the ways God has helped you through previous experiences in 

your life - each of these helps us to strengthen our faith. Finally, take time to pause in prayer each 

day and marvel at the glorious creation around us. 



Watering, feeding, pruning and sometimes even singing too! It is hard work nurturing plants, but it 
is a vital part of helping them to thrive. 

Without this tender care, all it takes is a few hot days for a plant to wither away, or a forgotten 

patch of garden to quickly become strangled by weeds. Plants can also be held back if we aren’t 

brave enough to prune away unhelpful growth. 

It is true that plants can be resilient, but to give them the best possible chance we need to care for 

them. This is something we can mirror in our faith by nurturing it daily. 

Feeding 

It is important that we take time to feed ourselves with the Word of God. By reading our Bibles 

regularly, we are reminded of the good news of the Gospel, equipped to deal with challenges and 

brought closer to Christ as we learn more of his character. 

It is great to do this in fellowship with other believers too. This is demonstrated by so many of 

WorldShare’s ministry partners who travel great distances, or put themselves at great risk, to study 

the Bible with old and new believers; whether that be the Evangelical Mission for Assistance to 

Fishermen traversing treacherous waterways in the Amazonian region of Brazil or Cahaya Suku in 

Indonesia helping new believers to study the Bible in secret. They know that it matters. 

Pruning 

It is important to be pruning away unhelpful influences in our lives that pull us away from God. To 

recognise these we need to be listening to God and being obedient to his will for our lives. Even 

some of the good may need pruning, along with the bad, to allow for healthier and more long-term 

growth: "He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.” (John 15:2) 

Singing 

The Lord loves to hear us sing songs of worship in his name. Immersing ourselves in worship draws 

us closer to God, expressing our gratitude or pouring out our troubles. And wonderfully, it also gives 

us a taste of our eternal home. At all times, whether that be in celebration or lament, together as a 

church or alone in our rooms, we are called to cry out in worship. 

Watering 

Finally, we need to daily be thirsting after Christ and asking the Spirit of God to guide us in all that 

we do. Through this we will be strengthened and overflow with his goodness:“Let anyone who is 
thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will 
flow from within them.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to 
receive. (John 7:37-39) 

Your nature challenge: Next time you read your Bible, take it outside and try to find a 
peaceful spot. Take a moment to listen to the sounds of nature around you and praise 
God for the many natural wonders he has gifted us with.  



Your nature challenge: Look up what you can forage at this time of year - it might be 
wild garlic in May or blackberries in September. See if you can find some growing near 
you (in a safe area) and try using it in a recipe. As you pick your foraged goodies, praise 
God for the abundance he has provided us with.  

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that 
bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:11-13) 

After weeks of patiently (and not so patiently) waiting I step outside and see a shiny red tomato 

bursting forth from the green leaves! For anyone that has grown any kind of fruit or vegetables you 

will know the joy of being able to finally enjoy some edible delights. 

God has blessed us with an abundance of plants - some edible, some with healing properties, some 

fragrant, some mystifying. In the Bible alone over 125 plants are named! Each one bears fruit in a 

unique way and during different seasons of the year. 

And in our own lives too, God wants us to be fruitful: 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—
fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my 
command: Love each other.” (John 15:16-17) 

We are not called to stand idle, but to live out our faith and share God’s goodness with a broken 

world. Just as Jesus did in his ministry; caring for the sick, standing with the outcasts and giving hope 

to the lost. All this is rooted in the command which Jesus ends with; love each other. 

It is this command which I am reminded of daily at WorldShare as I see our ministry partners living 

this out - bearing fruit in their communities by practically sharing God’s love. In the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, you will find HEAL Africa bringing healthcare and trauma healing to communities 

blighted by years of war and conflict. In Moldova, you will find Beginning of Life restoring hope in 

the lives of Ukrainian refugees who have lost everything. And in Pakistan, you will find brick kiln 

workers breaking free from bonded labour thanks to ChrisFon’s ministry. 

In our own lives it may not always feel like we are bearing much fruit - we may have jobs that seem 

too ordinary or lives that aren’t very radical, but even in the everyday we can be bearing fruit for 

Christ.  

In a previous role, I remember one of my HR managers sharing with delight that her passion was 

‘filing and smiling’ for God, serving him through organising and caring for the people in the 

organisation. Reminding me that we too, can have an eternal impact. 



In our own small patch of garden, so many of the plants tell a story. Some have travelled great 
distances or simply been passed across garden fences, some have been stumbled upon during a 
walking adventure or salvaged from gardens gone wild. 

This is the wonder of propagating plants. Some of our plants have grown out of no more than a leaf 

cutting and are now thriving. With the right care and environment, they have been able to take on a 

new lease of life and remind us each day of the joy of sharing. 

Sharing our faith 

Timothy may be a familiar name to us in the Bible for his wholehearted devotion to sharing the 

Gospel, but have you ever pondered on the journey that led him to that point? In his letters to 

Timothy, Paul takes time to mention two important people: 

“I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother 
Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.” (2 Timothy 1:5) 

Timothy’s grandmother and mother were committed to sharing their faith and passing on what the 

Lord had done in their lives, laying the foundations for his ministry. 

Sharing our gifts 

We need to be ready to share not only our faith, but all that God has gifted us with. This might 

mean offering up our homes or financial resources. Something which has been an encouragement 

during the horrors of the war in Ukraine is the way so many people across the world are freely 

opening their homes to refugees who have been displaced. 

And although some of us might not think it, God has gifted each of us with skills and talents which 

make up the body of Christ. 

Take the example of 20-year-old Kendy who lives on the island of La Gonâve, 25km off the mainland 

of Haiti. A place where food poverty is a real challenge. Today, Kendy is helping his whole 

community to overcome this issue by taking part in a gardening project run by local ministry 

partner PiFò Haiti. Kendy has now been equipped with a whole range of different agricultural 

techniques and set up a community garden. He shares what excites him about the future: 

“I would like to learn more and maybe go to school so I can live in the mountains and teach others. 
There are many poor people here, and I can help.” 

A wonderful picture of how sharing our skills can help to transform our whole community. 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to 
one another without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4: 8-10) 

Your nature challenge: Have a go at taking a cutting from a plant which has brought you 
joy or buy some flowers and surprise someone who is needing encouragement. Take a 
moment to praise God for the skills he has blessed you with and ask him how you can use 
them to serve those around you.  



Thank you for taking the time to journey with us through our prayer journey from seed to fruit. We 

hope and pray you have been blessed by each devotional and challenge.  

If you have enjoyed your journey over the last few weeks, we invite you to sign up to receive more 

prayer resources and email updates from our ministry partners. Each day they are applying the stages 

we have explored from seed to fruit, helping to transform their local communities. Sign up on our 

website: www.worldshare.org.uk or email: info@worldshare.org.uk to receive these exciting 

updates. 

Or, as we have just ended, why not share the joy by passing this journey onto a friend! 

Yours in Christ,  

The WorldShare Team 
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